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Pastoral Conversion for Evangelization

The COVID-19 pandemic is indifferent. It kills whether you’re princes or paupers, rich or wretched, young or
old, healthy or sick. True to her teaching in Gaudium et Spes that “The joys and hopes, the griefs and the anxie-
ties of the men of this age ...are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ” (GS#1),
the Catholic Church has not prayed to be exempted. Bishops, priests and deacons were infected and died. So are
the laity and nuns. This pandemic kills indirectly through closure of shops and rising unemployment. Many citi-
zens are dying alone in hospitals or at home. People begin to live in poverty, not just of finances, but also of rela-
tionship. They spend more time indoors, surfing the Internet and browsing social media to feed their hunger for
information instead of taking the opportunity to mend fences with family members. Many ethnic groups have
become victims of discrimination due to the mushrooming of rumours and fake news ...

Naturally, the battle against this pandemic falls on the shoulders of governments. They possess the scientific and
managerial resources which the Catholic Church possesses not. Governments would not grant privileges to the
Church but expect her full cooperation. Consequently, churches became empty following the social-distancing
regulations. For a long period of time, public religious activities were banned. The clergy could not function in
ways they had done traditionally, such as anointing the dying in wards. The faithful could only attend online
masses and receive spiritual communion ...

But our faith is a communal one. We need fellowship to support each other. This plague cuts visits and gather-
ings down to nearly zero. Imagine the brunt Vatican has to bear when the St. Peter’s Square is rendered empty
and the Basilica is void of tourists! Even when the plague subsides, many parishioners remain cautious in coming
back to the parish, joining gatherings and bringing their children to Sunday Schools etc. In the jargon of the Gos-
pel, these are the “signs of our time”! What should the Church do? Are we sitting ducks waiting in line to be
shot?




No. We aren’t! With the support of the Holy Spirit, the Church has weathered through crises after crises
throughout the ages. There is no exception in this COVID-19 crisis. She shall overcome and prevail. Thus, in
July 2020, the Vatican issued an Instruction to all clergy throughout the world to initiate “Pastoral Conversion™
and to rekindle our zeal of Evangelization. She needs to make changes. But what has Evangelization to do with
the current pandemic? The two don’t seem to be related. Don’t get me wrong! The Church doesn’t react because
of the low church-attendance as a result of pandemic. If she does, she spends her energy for survival only.
That’s too negative! Instead, whether we live or die, evangelization should always be the raison d'étre of the
Church. Pandemic or no pandemic, the followers of Christ should evangelize.

Put it in another way, this pandemic put “the parish as an evangelization community” into focus. We have been
enjoying comfortably in our parochial life and have become contented and sluggish. Has our community been a
centre conducive to an encounter with Christ for people in Tin Shui Wai? Have the activities we usually do be-
come routine and void of meaning? Have they become habits which make us feel safe rather than bringing us
closer to Jesus? Even worse, have we set up unwritten rules to pass harsh judgment on others who don’t meet
our expectations?

The Internet has nearly dissolved all territorial boundaries. Our parishioners attend online Sunday masses which
are celebrated in churches they don’t usually go! We need to rethink what a parish can offer to its parishioners
and other Catholics all over the world!

Three essential elements make a church a parish: it is a community, an assembly of people which

proclaims the Word of God;
worships God through liturgy and sacraments; and
bears witness of charity.

I think St. Jerome’s Church has done pretty well in the last two areas. Our parishioners have always participated
actively in their sacramental life. They have also been generous in reaching out to help the disadvantaged. What
have we done for the first element, the proclamation of God’s word? We have. To celebrate our Silver Jubilee,
we invited parishioners to spend two years making a copy of the 73 books of the Bible by hand. We have just
initiated a 3-year Bible-study plan. These initiatives are encouraging and are signs of the prodding from the Ho-
ly Spirit. Of course they are NOT enough.

Brethren! Let us beseech the Holy Spirit to guide us. Help us listen more attentively. Spend more time meditat-
ing the word of God every day. Perhaps we should receive more rigorous trainings in the communication and
proclamation of the Lord Jesus so as to evangelize more confidently and effectively to people we encounter in
our daily life. May the word of God inspire, console and convert us for the greater glory of God. Amen.
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June 2021

Intention for evangelization - The beauty of marriage

Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian communi-
ty : may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.
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July 2021

Universal intention - Social friendship

We pray that, in social, economic and political situations of conflict, we may be courageous and pas-
sionate architects of dialogue and friendship.
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