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Deacon Alex Kwok

We believe that God is the Author of Life. All life forms on
earth were created by Him.

When you see a flower, or a tree, has it ever come to your mind
why you are a human person and not a fish, or a bovine or even
a blade of grass?

When you become aware that you are human, have you ever
thought about how happy it is that you are not a fish! Isn’t the
freedom of a fish cruising in the ocean admirable? Of course,
only before you are caught by a bigger fish or human beings, are
you free. However, you will never escape the destiny of being
dissolved in the digestive system of another animal! It is worse
to be a bovine. Besides being forced to milk or to labour, you end
up on a dish at a table! A blade of grass? Forget it! Humanity is
the happiest species living on this planet. When your thoughts
come to this far, have you ever been grateful for God created you
a human being?

Man is at the apex of Creation because men were created in the
image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26a). Thus, men are able
to enter into dialogue with God and have the capacity to repre-
sent God to manage the Creation (Genesis 1:26b). Animals and
plants can only receive instructions from God. This is God’s call
to all humanity (including you and me), to live up to the Image
of God, to represent God to manage our surroundings. This is
our First Call.

Our God is not alone but three persons in one communion of
love. Since men were created in God’s image, naturally, it is no
good for humanity to be alone (Genesis 2:18). Thus, men must
lead a social life and live in a community (from a couple to a
society or country) in order to survive and to grow. Here, the
Chinese are more advanced. Confucianism emphasizes the
interactions among members of a community. It has established
Five Canonical Relationships: Emperors and Subjects, Fathers
and Children, Siblings, Husbands and Wives and lastly Friends.
In each relationship, norms are set up: Emperors must be benev-
olent, Subjects loyal; Fathers merciful, children pious; Elderly
friendly and juniors respectful; Husbands lead and wives follow;
among friends, they honour promises. In this way, a man can
stand tall and his conscience is clear! In Catholic jargon, to live
up to the image of God! No one country which has come across
Chinese culture has not incorporated this ethical system. Even
for those which have not, they would develop other moral norms
to help people lead a conscientious life.

Unfortunately, living in a world contaminated by the Original
Sin, concupiscence is pulling our legs. Out of greed, people in
authority bury their conscience and devise unfair institutions to
exploit people to fatten themselves. It is not easy to live up to
God’s image in this corrupted age. But out of mercy, God did not
abandon His Creation. He sent His Son to incarnate to deliver
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this world. Moreover, He invites the elected to work with Him.
Among humanity, God calls some of them a second time to
become His children. They enter the Church, work with Him to
build the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. We are these elected.
Have you ever thought about how blessed we are!

Becoming God’s children, we are allocated a place in the glori-
ous Kingdom of Heaven at the end of the world. This hope will
sustain us when we meet difficulties and persecutions on earth.
Before the end of the world, God gives the world an embryotic
Kingdom of Heaven, the Church. God takes special care of her,
support her to extend the Kingdom of Heaven, combat secular
evils and dispense graces to believers. Thus, becoming Catho-
lics, not only do we celebrate sacred Matrimony inside solemn
churches, enjoy quality Catholic education for children, are
taken care of in hospitals and home for the aged managed by
nuns and are allowed to be buried in Catholic cemeteries, we
can also find support from like-minded parishioners, drink from
sacraments various graces of God, are taught by learned clergy
and in the name of our parish, serve the needy in the neighbour-
hood, following the teaching of Jesus Christ to accumulate
treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-20). Receiving baptism
showed how much we desired this blessedness and our determi-
nation to get it! Do you remember how God CALLs you and
how you respond to become His children?

The Church is like a mustard seed. Soon after the Descent of the
Holy Spirit, she was negligible. There were only 3000 follow-
ers. Today, there are 1.3 billion Catholics globally. This
enormous community needs a team of professional civil
servants to serve this 1.3 billion People of God, to help them
discharge Christ’s threefold ministries they partake through
baptism: kingship, priesthood and prophethood. Do you know
the number of clergy (bishops, priests and deacons) worldwide?
466,000! That is to say, a clergy has to take care of about 2780
parishioners, equivalent to a principal, without support from
any teachers, clerks and janitors, taking care of students in three
schools! Truly, not every male parishioner is suitable to be a
clergy. We are living in a utilitarian society which thinks in
terms of cost-benefit-analysis. Parents would do whatever they
can to enrol their children in elite schools so that their children
could win at the balkline. But they would never send their sons
to seminaries to discern their vocation! Under the present
education system, young people do not develop any ideals.
Myopically, they seek recognition among their peers and follow
the herd to make money. Even worse, some “Otaku” bury them-
selves in virtual reality to escape from the reality!

Young people, have you ever thought about the third call of
God, to sanctify yourselves and other people in a specific life
style? Has God called you to befriend the opposite sex to build
up a family so as to sanctify with family members in familial
life? Or has God called you to a consecrated life, becoming
religious brothers and nuns to sanctify the People of God? Or
has God called you to become a member of the Hierarchy, to
govern, sanctify and teach the People of God? Even non-believ-
ers, who out of responsibility towards themselves and the
people they love, do career-planning. If you do not manage
yourselves well, how can you represent God to manage the
world, to live up to the image of God?

Receive God’s call. Perhaps He has a gravy train in store for
you!

God bless!
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AUGUST

Universal: The treasure of Families
That any far-reaching decisions
of economists and politicians
may protect the family as one of
the treasures of humanity.

SEPTEMBER

Universal: Young People in Africa
That young people in Africa
may have access to education
and work in their own countries.
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